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The geological record in Hong Kong spans over 400 million years from the 
Devonian Period. The large variety of rock types present reflects the complexity of 
the geology of the region. Detailed studies of these rocks enable the geological 
history and evolution of the tectonic setting to be deciphered. 

The oldest strata in Hong Kong are of Late Palaeozoic age. They occur in the 
northeast and northwest of Hong Kong. These Devonian, Carboniferous and Permian 
rocks were laid down as sediments in non-marine and shallow marine environments. 

The Mesozoic pre-volcanic sedimentary rocks comprise Early and Middle Jurassic 
sandstones, siltstones, and mudstones that were deposited in alluvial, shallow marine 
and sub-tidal environments. 

Mesozoic igneous rocks are the dominant rock types in Hong Kong. They comprise 
granites, rhyolitic tuffs and lavas, and dykes. Most of them are of Late Jurassic to Early 
Cretaceous age. 

Mesozoic sedimentary rocks, younger than the main volcanic episode, and Tertiary 
sedimentary rocks, are exposed mainly in the northeast. They comprise non-marine 
red bed and evaporitic sediments that were deposited in fault-controlled basins. 

lffM:II!!K(IIk:!LIIJJii) The Geology of Hong Kong (Interactive On-line) : 
http://www.cedd.gov.hkleng/about/organisation/org_geo_pln_map.htm 

•lGIIIJti!:t:IIJi Hong Kong Slope Safety Website: http://hkss.cedd.gov.hk 
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Quartz - Port Island Beryl - Devil's Peak 
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